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First and foremost, we would |Iike to express our heart:
t he Houston Xiangqi Association and the Houston Sports
Xiangaqi ChampiowshidpYaotdht Keadghi WChampionship in 2023
Worl d Championship has graced the United States, and w¢
this historic occasion.
On behalf of the Organizing Committee, we extend our si
individuals who have made this event possible. We are
City Government &ahg.tBpeSpartsedoghoti on goes to the d:¢
Committee and the tireless volunteers for their exempl :
WXF for their enthusiastic aansieatvamceWahdogti gancedeHdr
assistance, we would not have been able to host such a
such a short timeframe.
As the topmost liamalgistageea,t tomi 4« hWor |l d Champi onshi p ha
countries/regions worl dwi dcel,a sbsr icnhge snsy etloigteetsh earn do vaeirs tli7n
compete for the highest honorshtedthe xaprpgdi owor Wwdr maA:
Space City. Following the competitions, we hope you wil
and vibranclyamdegtheciftowritdh the United States.
I n addition, this year coincides with the 30th anniver
joy as the World Championship makes its debut in the Ul
not only a sogei focanhemptemoti on of the sport of xi an;
understanding and friendship among people worl dwi de, foi
China and the United Statke&th W& rwhho | Xiheeragdie dCtya mp isdin & toir
resounding success!
Yu s Hain James Shu
President and Vice President of Houstor

CochairtdriltcheXil88nggi Championship Orga



STATE OF TEXAS
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

Greetings:

As Governor of Texas, it is my pleasure to welcome you to the 18th World Xiangqi
Championship in Houston.

The World Xiangqi Federation was founded in 1993 to foster worldwide
competitions and to promote the game in the West. As a founding member of the
American Xiangqi Federation, the Houston Xiangqi Association is a worthy host
for the first event of its kind in the United States. More than 120 of the finest
Xianggqi players from around the world will compete in men’s, women’s, and junior
fields to cultivate greater international understanding and crown a winner.

Texas is home to large communities of Asian immigrants and Americans of Asian
descent. These valued members of our communities have enriched the Lone Star
State’s cultural landscape, and this competition is more evidence of a positive
influence on the lives of their fellow Texans. You are building on a foundation of
success created by those who came before you, and I join you in celebrating this
prestigious event.

To the visitors to our great state, Houston is renowned for its heritage and
hospitality. I encourage you to explore and enjoy the many attractions that this fine
city offers.

First Lady Cecilia Abbott joins me in extending best wishes for an enjoyable
competition.

Sincerely,

sy Bbor

Greg Abbott
Governor



TR § CITY OF HOUSTON Sylvester Turner

\\\‘ Mayor

ZEX N A
i P.O. Box 1562
Houston, Texas 77251-1562

Telephone — Dial 311
www.houstontx.gov

November 19, 2023

Greetings,

As Mayor of Houston, | extend a warm welcome to all attending the 18th World Xiangqi
Championship. This event was inaugurated in 1990 in Singapore, and this is the first time
that a Xiangqi World Championship will be held in the United States.

| am honored that the World Xiangqi Federation selected Houston to organize and
execute the 2023 World Championship competition.

Xiangqi, a board game which has many similarities to chess, is widely played in China
and throughout Asian countries, and has gained popularity in the West in recent years.
It has a total of 300 million players worldwide, making it the most popular board game in
the world.

Houston has so much to offer, and | hope you will share in the Houston experience by
visiting a few of our world-class restaurants, appealing museums, and civic and cultural
landmarks.

Best wishes for a rewarding competition.

Sincerely,

Bl D

Sylvester Turner
Mayor

Council Members: Amy Peck Tarsha Jackson Abbie Kamin Carolyn Evans-Shabazz Dave Martin Tiffany D. Thomas Mary Nan Huffman Karla Cisneros
Robert Gallegos Edward Pollard Martha Castex-Tatum Mike Knox David W. Robinson Michael Kubosh Letitia Plummer Sallie Alcorn

Controller: Chris Brown



WasHINGTON OFFICE

Lizzie FLETCHER
77w DisTricT, TEXAS 346 Cannon House OFFicE BUILDING
v WasHiNgTON, DC 20515

« )
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1800 HIGHWAY 6, SUITE 455

HouskE oF REPRESENTATIVES Sucar LaND, TX 77478
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FrLetcher.House.Gov

November 19, 2023

18th World Xiangqi Championships
Royal Sonesta Hotel Galleria

2222 West Loop South

Houston, TX 77027

Dear Friends,

I write to congratulate the more than 120 accomplished Xiangqi players competing at the 18th
World Xiangqi Championships in Houston this year.

I join community members from across Texas’ Seventh Congressional District in welcoming
delegations from 30 countries and regions to this prestigious tournament, which is being held in
the United States for the first time. The partnership of the Houston Xiangqi Association, the
Harris County-Houston Sports Authority, and this year’s organizing committees to bring a
meaningful event to our community will promote the game of Xiangqi and inspire those who
participate and observe.

Congratulations to those competing at the 18th World Xiangqi Championships and to all those
who organized this year’s tournament!

Sincerely,

Lizzie Fletcher
Member of Congress



Certificate of Special
Congressional Recognition

Presented To:

Houston Xiangqi Association

In congratulations of hosting the 18th Xiangqi World Championship,
the 22nd Congressional District of Texas warmly presents this
certificate. Please accept my highest thanks and praise for your
representation of our greal nation on the world stage.

November 19th, 2023

Date Nl Congressman Troy E. Nehls
{ District 22 - Texas
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IE - s - RIARBES0Y , WBBERES: 100061

NO.80 TIAN TAN DONG ROAD, BEIJING 100061, CHINA
TEL: 86-10-87559136 FAX: 86-10-67115732

E-mail: wxiangqifs@126.com
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WORLD XIANGQI FEDERATION
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NO.80 TIAN TAN DONG ROAD, BEIJING 100061, CHINA
TEL: 86-10-87559136 FAX: 86-10-67115732

E-mail: wxiangqifs@126.com
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European Xianggi Federation (EXF)

To: Houston Xiangqi Association

From: European Xianggi Federation (EXF)

October 3, 2023
Congratulatory letter

Dear Mr. Yushan Hu, President of Houston Xiangqi Association/Mr. James Shu, Vice
President of Houston Xiangqi Association,

| am delighted to hear that the Houston Xiangqi Association will host the 18th World Xianggqi
Championship from November 19th to 25th, 2023. On behalf of the European Xiangqi
Federation, | would like to express my warmest congratulations on the hosting of the event!

This will be the first time the World Xiangqi Championship is held in the United States, which
is of epoch-making significance. This year also marks the 30th anniversary of the founding of
the World Xiangqi Federation, which can be described as double happiness. European and
American countries are the bridgehead for overseas promotion of Xianggi. The World
Xiangqi Championship held for the first time in the United States will surely set off a new
round of upsurge in the overseas promotion of Xianggi around the world, embodying the
spirit of "One world one game, harmony blessed with one dream" through Xiangqi, the
treasure of the Chinese nation.

The European Xiangqi Federation wishes the 18th World Xiangqi Championship in Houston a
great success!

Executive Vice President

*

& Secretary-General
European Xiangqi Federation

European Xiangqi Federation e.V,, registered in Munich Court, VR 207181
Address: Ferdinand-Maria-Str. 47, D-80639 Munich, Germany
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North American Xiangqi Federation
ExHEHREKE &

301 N. Harrison St. #725, Princeton, NJ 08540, USA Tel: (609)228-8817 http://www.naxf.org
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Pl aggar deamcecheRul es

Each participating xianggqi pl ayer must play with

( 1Abide by relevant | aws and regul ations.
(2Adhewxé atnag q i competition rules and the relevant |
Cooperat € hwiatt h ngntmeasures and maintain the prop:
(3Qbserve soci al etiquette, and refrain from engac
societal norms during the event.
(4)nstructions at the tournament hal
1.Before entering the playing venue, players mus
and any other electronic devices. During the g
el ectronic devices from otther origannati ngl lc®wend .t
i mmedi ately declare a | oss and i mpose other pe
2.Pl ayers are strictly prohibited from engaging
gentl emen's agreements Pl ayers should not for
reason
3.During the game, players must not engage in an
4 . During the game and during breaks, the players
di scuss the ongoing game or consult relevant m
5.Participants are prohibited from discussing an
team during the game.

6. Pl ayers should maintain a civilized demeanor a
7.Pl ayers must adhere to the tournament regul ati
decisions of the referees without objection.

(50pening and closing ceremoni es:

l1.Participant opmwundtngatatnend |Itolsé ng ceremonies on t
required by the organizing committee.

2. Participants should wear for mal attire or teanm
during the opening and closing ceremoni es.

3. Throughout the ceremonies, strict discipline m
gui et and following the unified arrangements o

(60t her s

1. Pay attention to food safety and schedul e meal
and beverages from the minibar is at your own

2. A1l I individual s must wear their badges when en

3.Players and their relatives must cooperate wit
measures. It is prohibited to bring mobile pho
do not comply with competviethniuen regul ations i nt

4 Cooperate with media interviews as required fo

5.Stay updated on result announcements. I f you h
out come s, foll ow the relevant regulations to f
or arbitration committee. h®ocaompetdi srapt the n

6. Teams or individuals who are required to go on
i nstructed by the staff-grdemedsi magengf at pesrt
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TheHoustonXiangqi Association(HXA), anIRS-registereb01(c)(3)
non-profit organizationstandgroudly asa foundingmemberof the
AmericanXiangqi FederationEstablishedn July 1998,the HXA has
beensteadfasin its commitmento promotingxiangginotonly in
Houston butacrosghe entiretyof the United States.Our current
presidentYushanHu, togethemwith vice presidentslamesShuand
RichardTse,andhonorarypresidenRichardChengeadsa dedicated
groupof about40 membersThis includestwo International
GrandmasterdGM) andthreeFide Masterg(FM).

Overtheyears,HXA hasorganizechumerousiangqicompetitionsaandchildren'sclassesn the
Houstonarea.Theseeventsnotonly celebratehe art of xiangqi,but alsoserveasa platformto
showcaseé&hineseculturaltraditions.Theresulthasbeena vibrant,engagedommunityof local
youthslearningandenjoyingthe game .Our efforts havebeenrewardedwith the continuous
supportfrom variouscommunitygroupsandenterprisesn Houston suchasthe ChineseCivic
Centerthe Zhiging AssociationandAFNB. Moreover,theHXA hasfosteredcloserelationships
andmutualvisitationswith sisterassociationsicrosaNorth America,includingthosein New
York, Los Angeles,SanFranciscoandToronto.In additionto thesdocal andNorth American
activities,we havebeenhostingto numerousNorth AmericanxianggitournamentsMoreover,
we havestrengthenedur globalties, particularlywith the ChineseXiangqi Associationas
evidencedy the Chine® NationalXiangqi Team'shiennialvisits to Houstonsince2013.These
visits havebecomea highlightin the HoustonandNorth Americanxianggiarenas.
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